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MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT NORM BELSTEN: 

Much has been written lately regarding the ‘Leroux Wood’ from Montreal. It is catalogued as 
having only thirty made, however, we think that number is low and that there are more than that 
out there. I therefore, would like all those that have one or more, to write to me or e-mail me 
with the number in their possession and we will try to get a more accurate total of what was 
issued. This information will be kept private and only the ‘total revised estimated quantity’ will 
be published in Timber Talk, not those who own them. I know there are a few token and medal 
collectors who have one in their collection, so it may be difficult to get an exact figure, but at 
least we can try. 

We also need to do much more research on our “woods” and not just obtain them and stick 
them into our collection. Many woods I have come across came from a place that I had never 
heard of before, so J challenge and encourage our members to find out about the woods you 

2 have and share the information with other collectors through Timber Talk. We can then all 
benefit from other collectors’ knowledge. With the growing use of the internet, researching is a 
little easier than by snail mail, as well as faster and cheaper. Much information is on the wood 
itself, but when sending black and white copies by mail or e-mail, please include the colours 
and, if known, the quantity issued. It is also nice to know who issued the wood, when it was 
issued, and any special information about the wood. With more than 7000 known Canadian 
woods, new ones being issued and old ones being discovered every day, it is difficult for one 
person to keep up-to-date. There are also many unidentified woods that cannot be attributed to a 
person or place and are listed as miscellaneous woods. Let’s try to find a home for them so all 
can include them in the right place in our collections. If you know of a new wood or an old one 
not listed, why not advise all CAWMC members by way of Timber Talk, about its availability, 
cost and any other information you have. Ross Kingdon, our capable editor, can always use an 
article or two about ‘woods’ for Timber Talk. Let’s all chip in and help keep the club better 
informed on all woods, past and present. Norm 86 Hamilton Dr., Newmarket, ON 
L3Y 3E8_ e-mail nbelsten(@sympatico.ca 
ONTARIO NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION CONVENTION THIS MONTH: 

The Southern Ontario Chapter (SOC) of CAWMC always holds a meeting for ‘wood’ 
collectors at this annual O.N.A. convention. The convention is Apr. 17 and 18, in Woodstock, 
Ont. at the Quality Hotel & Suites Convention Center (exit 232 off hwy. # 401). Our S.O.C. 

") meeting is Apr 17" from 12:00 Noon to 2:00 pm . Everyone is welcome. See you there. 
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“FOOD FOR THOUGHT” POSITVE HAPPENINGS: 

Since our Past President, Earl Salterio wrote his ‘Food For Thought’ letter in Nov. 2003, | 
have received several responses (letters, e-mails, postcards and verbal) from our membership. I @ 
have also attended meetings at which the subject received considerable detailed discussion. 
Through all of this, your editor has not received or heard one negative reply to Earl’s 
suggestion. Many ideas as to how to appropriately address this task have been put forth and 
discussed. The executive is now hoping to begin making presentations to deserving individuals 
at this upcoming C.N.A. convention in Toronto (2004) and others in Calgary (2005). 

On this topic, two more brief responses have been received since last month. They are printed 


here. 

Dear Ross, The suggestion from Earl that something be awarded to the outgoing President of CAWMC is an 
excellent one. I am wholeheartedly in favour and cannot imagine any member disagreeing. Possibly the little 
action or response received to the suggestion was due to most of us assuming it to be a ‘fait accompli’. Officers 
of CAWMC should consider and decide on a suitable award. Sincerely Jim Charlton 


Hi Ross, I agree with what Earl has suggested in recognizing the hard work a person does for an Association 
after leaving office. Other clubs I’ve been involved with have presented plaques at the end of the person’s term. 
I know personally that every time you see the plaque on the wall, it brings back fond memories. All the 
best, James Williston 


Thank you everyone for your responses. 
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CAWMC OFFICERS FREE WOOD OF THE MONTH & 

President: NORM BELSTEN 

Vice-President: DAVE GILLESPIE 

Secretary-Treasurer and Membership Chairman: 
AL MUNRO 


Past-President and Chairman of the Board of Governors: 
EARL SALTERIO 
Elected Members of the Board of Governors: 
BOB BROWN, RUSSELL BROWN, 
WAYNE GILLCASH, LOU VESH 
JAMES WILLISTON. 


APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Editor: ROSS KINGDON 
Fund Raiser: LOU VESH 


Auction Coordinator: AL MUNRO 


DUES: Membership dues in the Canadian Association of 
Wooden Money Collectors are: 


Canadian Residents: $10.00 Canadian Funds 

United States Residents: $10.00 U.S. Funds 

International Members Rate (outside of Canada and 
U.S.): $20.00 Canadian Funds 

Youth (16 years of age and under): $5.00 


Dues paid to Mr. Al Munro, Box 2643 Stn. ‘M’, Calgary, 
AB, Canada T2P 3C1 
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This month’s free wood has again been 
forwarded to me by A/ Munro. As noted the 
wood, which is a light purple in colour on 
both sides, was made for last month’s 
Calgary Numismatic Society’s annual Coin 
Show. Enough extra were produced for all 
our membership. The wood was made by 
Norm Belsten. Thank you Al and also to the 
Calgary Numismatic Society. 
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VICTOR HALL (C.A,W.M.C. #C2) COLLECTION FOR SALE: 

This past month, your editor received a note from one of C.A.W.M.C.’s founding members, 
Mr. Victor Hall (charter member #2). Victor, in his \ i year, and his wife have been living in 
their present London, Ontario home for over 50 years. This house has now been sold and they 
will be moving to a much smaller apartment, also in London. Two of their three daughters are 
living in London and one is living in Nobleton, Ontario. There are eight grandchildren in the 
family. 

I contacted Victor and eventually visited him in his home. He has been collecting wooden 
money for many, many years, well before the formation of C.A.W.M.C. Most of his collecting 
began while a member of our U.S.A. counterpart in wooden money collecting, the International 
Organization of Wooden Money Collectors (1.0.W.M.C.) which was founded in 1964 some 
eleven years before our CAWMC. Victor’s # with 1.0.W.M.C. is #485. It was he and CAWMC 
charter member #1 Garry Braunwarth that provided some of the initial drive and inspiration to 
the formation of C.A.W.M.C. Victor served as CAWMC president from 1977 to 1979. 

Victor has a tremendous variety of both Canadian and American wood rounds and flats for 
sale very reasonably. He states that he will be attending the upcoming Ontario Numismatic 
Association convention in Woodstock on Sat. Apr. 17", 2004 and will be bringing anything 
unsold to that show with him. If you are looking for some very reasonably priced woods for 
your collection, you should contact Victor at: tel. (519) 432 — 2093 or write to him at: 453 
Emery St. E., London, ON, N6C 2E6. 

While visiting Victor at his home, he gave to me several o/d newspaper clippings that he had 
saved from past years as well as some other items from the late 1960’s and early 1970’s. I have 
reprinted a few of these clipping, all of which are from the ‘London Free Press’, in this 
newsletter. One article is about the unusual cancellation of a meeting and show for the ‘Great 
Lakes chapter of the Wooden Nickel Club’ that was to be held in London in 1973. Victor was 
helping to organize that show and meeting, when the Convention Center at the last minute opted 
for a larger, more profitable group to occupy their hotel (page 5). 

Other clippings (page 6) give information on the sale of the London broomstick wood issued 
in 1955 as a City Centennial souvenir. 

Another clipping shown is one on ‘Phoney Wooden Nickels’ (page 4). I’m sure that phoney or 
counterfeit merchandise exists in most hobbies today and ‘wooden money’ is no exception. 

All of these clippings serve as good reminders of events and concerns in our hobby’s history 
as we now are well into CAWMC’s 30" year of existence. 

Victor also gave me an “Official Program International Organization of Wooden Money 
Collectors 10" Anniversary Convention 1974” held in Columbus, Ohio. Victor had attended 
that convention. The cover of this anniversary program is made of very thin veneer wood. I’ve 
shown the cover next page. Most of the names in this program, I do not recognize, but there are 
a few that I do. Interestingly, there are two ‘advertisements’ within this program that I have also 
reprinted. One is from our CAWMC founding first President and still CAWMC member #C1 
Gary Braunwarth (page 5). The second is an advertisement (page 4) seeking charter members for 
our Canadian Association (C.A.W.M.C.) which was organized in late 1974 and started its 
official newsletters in January of 1975. 

-continued on page four 
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Victor in June 1974. Note that the start up membership fees were only $3.00 at that time. Just 


think about what the cost of postage today, has done to that cost! Enjoy this bit of history. 
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The only thing more worthless than a 
wooden nickel — especially to a collector 
— is a phoney wooden nickel. 
Members of the Canadian Association 
of Wooden Money Collectors, who met 
Sunday at the convention of the Canadian 
Numismatic Association held at the 
downtown Holiday Inn, are up in arms 
about what they call “‘restrikes.”’ 
Wooden nickels are generally issued as 
souvenirs of events or for commercial 
promotions. The value of a wooden token 
is based on age and size of the edition is- 
sued, as well as design and condition. 

Vic Hall of London, president of the as- 
sociation, said at the meeting that one of 
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Phoney wooden nickels bugging collectors 


the half dozen American companies mak- 
ing tokens is producing and selling “unof- 
ficial’ designs. They're called restrikes 
and, he said, they're worthless. 

“What we’re trying to do is protect the 
new collector,” he said. “He may think 
that he’s found the issue he's been look- 
ing for but a few weeks later finds out 
the other side isn’t right at all.” 

The restrikes are made by the manu- 
facturer randomly mixing his dies from 
past issues and are sold in large assorted 
lots for around $10. The association’s 
members decided to see about a boycott 
of the San Antonio, Tex. manufacturer 


until he halts the practice. 
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The four-year old association has about 
155 members across the continent, and of 
the 30 at the meeting Sunday some came 
from as far away as California, Texas 
and Vancouver to trade, buy, sell and 
talk about wooden money. 

The association has catalogued about 
1,200 wooden money pieces that have 
been issued in Canada since one in Strat- 
ford in 1937 to mark the coronation of 
George VI. That piece now is worth over 
$20 to a collector, Hall said. 

One of the largest issues of wooden 
nickels was by London in 1965 to mark its 
centennial as a city. More than 300,000 
were circulated, and Hall said some can 


1964-1974. 
IMPERIAL HOUSE MOTEL 
Columbus. Ohio 


AUGUST 2, 3, 4, 1974 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION: 
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This I.O.W.M.C. 10" Anniversary cover 


still be bought from the city at three for 
$1; they originally cost under four cents 
each to produce, he added. 

Canadian Numismatic Association dis- 
play winners from London included Art 
Leff, Greg Blachwell, Ted Leitch, Tom 
Kostulak and Grant Monck. A bank note 
display entitled Batavia to Jakarta, by 
Jack Veffer of Toronto, was named best 
in show. 

Grant Monck, 15, was named junior 
numismatist for 1978 by the Canadian 
Numismatic Society. It was announced 
he has been elected Canadian junior ad- 
viser by the American Numismatic Asso- 
ciation. 


appeared in the 
LO.W.M.C. 10th 
booklet in 1974. 
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Memberships are $3.00 per 
(add 25¢ exchange) or money 4mniversary Program 
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Meeting wasn’t worth a wooden nickel 


Poor Warren Sanders. There he was with minute because of a larger convention, of the Nuraismastic Club, also collects old bottles 
two boxes of wooden nickels and no one International Police Association. aul foiens 2s well as token coins—both 
would take them. “The club said it had contacted everyone, 


wooden and metal, 


“I was hoping to meet some other kooks but apparently scme didn’t get the word, It’s «i RT Eb * eee reaes 
; ; : F ; : Vooden nickels cre usually used as adver- 

and do some horse trading," said Mr. Sand- Very embarrasing but there's nothing we can ie ee ng TE ca esac a 
ers, 55. He was one of about 10 persons who — do,"’ Mr. Mandy said. lizing devices by ccmpunies of as souvenirs 
drove to the Carousel Inn Motor Hotel Sun- Mr. Sanders. sales manager for James from celebrations. Nt Sanders explained. 
day in response to advertisements for the Wright & Co., Ltd., has some wocden nickels In the past, Mr. Sanders also has collected 
“Ist Canadian Meeting and Show of the dating hack to 1954 which tout the Kiichener maichkeok covers, postcards and he also has 
Great Lakes chapter of the Wooden Nickels Centennial. 19ii and 1914 [eaton’s catalogs. 
Club.’’ Weoden nickel cellecting is such a new “J just like to collect things,’ he said. “I 

Ted Mandy, manager of the London Visi- hobby it doesn’t even have a Latin or Greek don’t know why, mavhbe it’s to have some- 
tors and Convention Service, said the motel name. thing that everyone else doesn’t have. Why 
had cancelled the club’s meeting” at the last Mr. Sanders, a member of the London do some people drive Rolls Royces?” 


GARRY BRAUNWARTH 


BOX 17, SITE 9, R.R. 5, 
CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA 


WOODEN NICKEL COLLECTOR This advertisement also appeared 
In the 1.0.W.M.C. 10" 


Anniversary Program booklet in 1974. 
Member: IOWMC - CWMA - GLAWNS - TWMS - PWMS 


B MVWMS - CNA - ANA-CNS -CPS -CCRT - Ae 


Collector wishes to purchase wooden nichels for his collection. 
Singles, collections, and accumulations purchased, Also inter- 
ested in medals, especially those of Canada and the North- 
Western States, especially Montana. | also collect Montana 
checks and stock certificates. Please write stating what you 
have and your price or send description for my offer. 


| also have for sale Canadian First Day Covers, Mint stamps, 
some medals, and a few wooden nickels, as well as Canadian 
coins. Please write stating your interest. 


One of CAWMC’s first ever issued 
membership receipts. 
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a wooden nickel is worth 


more than you think. : : 
wooden nickels issued in l 
Board of control Wednesday 999 


learned that the 4,500 wooden 
nickels left from the 1955 city 


Newspaper clippings on the sale of the London, Ontario i 
‘broomstick’ Centennial wooden nickel. a S / ( / 
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centennial souvenirs are worth ; : Pa ROMO 
_ihaio amgpaiot te Mita paler alee to celebrate its Centennial. Be Bees 
apiece to collectors. » Oo eS he 

It cost London $5,482.65 to ag = a2 
have 250,000 wooden nickels The price: 20¢ each a ae 
made up and sales of them woe oe N See fe aa a 
produced $12,015.20. 25 a 8 =] 

The board recommended the | SB 88 =% 
remaining tokens be offered plus postage 5¢ per ten nickels. | > a eee id: B 
for sale through coin collec- = 2 Oo 5. > 
tion magazines. | o $a-5 

The move was stimulated by ; : eed Be 
a request from a London col- | Wonderful souvenir for your children! Sa §oog 


lector that he be allowed to 
purchase some of the tokens. | 
A study revealed the in- | 


creased value. Valuable collector's item! 


Hurry: Hurry! 
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City Clerk’ R. H. Cooper 
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City Hall, London, Ontario. 
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